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Abstract

How to use generative artificial intelligence responsibly when preparing scientific articles: the
European research-integrity framework, the EU Al Act, Horizon Europe and the NIH, the posi-
tions of COPE, ICMJE and WAME, and the policies of eight major publishers, with disclosure
templates and a checklist.

Disclaimer

This guide is informational and methodological. It is not a legal act and does not override
the requirements of any individual publisher, funder or university. Before submitting, always
check the current Instructions for Authors of the target journal and the internal rules of your
institution. Unless stated otherwise, everything here is given as of 3 August 2026.

How to use this guide. Pages 10-15 cover the European framework, the Al Act and
o the funders; 16-21 the bodies and the publishers; 22-32 evidence, principles and risks;
33-36 the practical part. If time is short, read pages 21, 33 and 36.
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About the series
| Aims and Scope

The primary aim of the series is to help academic staff understand publication rules and
the requirements governing the use of artificial intelligence. The E-Science Space series,
“Research Integrity and Al,” publishes practical guides for authors preparing manuscripts for
journals indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. Each volume explains what international
publishers require, what European and U.S. rules actually say, and how to translate both into
practical decisions that can be made while working on a manuscript.

Scope of the series

® research integrity and publication ethics

® responsible use of generative Al in research

® the European research-integrity framework and the EU Al Act
® funder requirements in Europe and the United States

® requirements of the major academic publishers

® disclosure, attribution and record-keeping

® preparing a manuscript; peer review and working with editors

A DRAFT — to be confirmed by the publisher

Review Process

Every manuscript is checked editorially for its fit with the scope of the series. Substantive review
is carried out by at least two independent reviewers. The review process is single-anonymized:
reviewers know the identities of the authors, while authors do not know the identities of the
reviewers. The final decision to publish is made by the editorial office.

Ethics Statement. The publisher’s ethics policy, including statements on research

o integrity, conflicts of interest, authorship, and the handling of complaints, is published
on the publisher’s website at https://www.ess.press/. The wording of this section and
the review process should be agreed with the publisher.

4 e Editorial Standard - 2026


https://www.ess.press/

&

E-SCIENCE SPACE

Contents

1 What is inside

From the European framework to ready-made disclosure templates and a checklist to run

before you press submit.

01

02
03

04

05
06
07

08
09
10
11
12
13

14
15

16
17

Why this guide
the gap, and what changed in 2026

Who this is for - Key terms

The European framework
the ALLEA Code and the ERA Living Guidelines

The EU Al Act

what actually applies to researchers

Funders: Horizon Europe and NIH
COPE, ICMJE and WAME

Publisher requirements
eight publishers compared

What counts as “substantial use”

Myths and the scale of the problem
Principles of responsible use

Acceptable uses - Unacceptable practices
Risks

Confidentiality

never upload someone else’s manuscript

Prompt injection and hidden prompts

Al detectors

why a percentage is not evidence
Disclosure templates

Guidance and checklist

Sources

6

8
10

12

14
16
18

21
22
24
26
28
30

31
32

33
35
37

Outside the numbered sections: about the authors — p. 3; Aims and Scope and the review process — p. 4; what this guide
does not cover — p. 39; about the publisher — on the back cover.

Editorial Standard - 2026




E-SCIENCE SPACE

| Why this guide?

Not because the rules are strict, but because they are scattered, recent and often inconsistent.

Generative Al tools are now used at every stage of preparing a scientific article: searching
the literature, structuring an argument, drafting, language editing and translation. The open
question is no longer whether researchers use them. According to a 2026 survey reported by
the International Science Council, about one third of researchers have never disclosed their
use of Al when publishing.

The reason is rarely bad faith. It is that there is no single rule to follow. COPE asks for
disclosure in Materials and Methods; ICMJE requires disclosure in both the cover letter and
the manuscript; Elsevier asks for a separate declaration section immediately before the ref-
erences; Wiley and IEEE ask for the Acknowledgments. Basic language editing is exempt at
five of the eight publishers examined here and not exempt at two. An author who behaves
correctly for one journal can be non-compliant at the next.

With Al still being somewhat of an uncharted territory in terms of policy,
it’s a bit of a free-for-all out there. Most would say that “transparency is
needed,” but nobody is really quick on the draw when it comes to properly
defining what that means.

COPE, announcing the Global Reporting Standard for Al Disclosure in Research, 25 March 2026.

s Y
The key point. This guide does not try to resolve that divergence — it maps it. For each
o body and each publisher it states what the source document actually says, quoting it
where the wording matters, and it flags the places where the widely repeated version

of a rule is wrong.

Responsibility does not transfer. In the words of COPE, authors “are fully responsible
A for the content of their manuscript, even those parts produced by an Al tool, and are
thus liable for any breach of publication ethics”.

6 © Editorial Standard - 2026
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What changed in 2026

Six events in eight months. Together, these factors explain why the recommendations devel-
oped in 2024 and 2025 cannot be relied upon at this time.

o

©
o
©
o

January 2026
ICMJE adds a new Section V, “Use of Artificial Intelligence in Publishing”, with subsections for
authors, reviewers and editors. Until then Al was covered only by paragraph 1.A.4.

March 2026

COPE, the International Science Council, WCRIF, STM and the Global Young Academy begin
work on a Global Reporting Standard for Al Disclosure — the future “Vancouver Standard”, due
by the end of 2026.

May 2026

The European Commission publishes the third version of the ERA Living Guidelines (8 May).
Nature reports that arXiv will bar authors for one year for hallucinated references (19 May).

June 2026

Elsevier rewrites its journal policy: the declaration section is renamed “..in the manuscript
preparation process”, and Al-generated explanatory images become permitted with disclosure.

29 June 2026

The Council of the EU adopts the Digital Omnibus on Al, moving the high-risk obligations to 2
December 2027 and 2 August 2028.

2 August 2026
Article 50 of the EU Al Act — the transparency obligations — becomes applicable.

The practical consequence is narrow but important: citations to pre-2026 versions no longer
work. If your institution still cites the 2024 ERA Living Guidelines, or the Elsevier declaration
section under its old name, the reference is to a superseded text.

Sources: ICMJE, Recommendations, January 2026; COPE, 25.03.2026; European Commission, ERA Living Guidelines, third
version, 08.05.2026; Nature 653:988-989, 19.05.2026; Elsevier, Generative Al policies for journals, June 2026; Regulation
(EU) 2024/1689, Art. 113.
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| Who this guide is for

These rules apply to anyone who writes academic papers, reviews them, or funds research
in Europe or the United States. They apply equally to all fields and cover not only writing,
translation, and language editing but also the research process itself.

Journal articles

A
é Journals indexed in Scopus and Web of Science, where the publisher policy and the
journal’s own instructions both apply.

Monographs and book chapters

E Elsevier and Taylor & Francis both keep separate rules for books, distinct from their
journal policies.

Preprints and conference papers

A
é arXiv, ICLR and NeurlPS have their own disclosure rules and sanctions, enforced at
submission.

Grant proposals

QIO Horizon Europe puts an Al disclaimer in the forms; NIH notice NOT-OD-25-132 applies
from 25 September 2025.

Peer review and editorial work

AIA Addressed directly by ICMJE Section V, the ALLEA Code and every publisher policy
examined here.

e Deliberately outside the scope. The use of Al in teaching and assessment, national
implementing rules, and copyright in Al output — see p. 39.
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Key terms

The minimum vocabulary needed to read the rest of this guide. Definitions in quotation marks
are reproduced from the source document.

Hallucination — ERA Living Guidelines, footnote 20: “the generation of false, nonsensical, or
inaccurate information by large language models (LLMs) or other generative Al systems”.

Substantial use — the threshold that triggers disclosure under the ERA Living Guidelines. Basic
editorial support is not substantial; using Al as a method or source is. Set out in full on p. 21.

Hidden prompt — ERA Living Guidelines, footnote 34: “an instruction secretly embedded in a
document or input for an Al system, without being visible to the human reader”.

Deployer — under the EU Al Act, the party that uses an Al system. A researcher who uses a
commercial chatbot is a “deployer,” which is why the research exception provided for in Article 2(6)
does not apply to them (p. 12).

Provider — under the EU Al Act, the party that develops an Al system and places it on the market.
Most of the transparency duties in Article 50 are addressed to providers, not to the researchers who
use their tools.

Private Al tool — Elsevier’s definition: “a version of an Al tool that does not retain, re-use, share,
or learn from the content you submit to it”. Many free tools are “not private by default”.

FFP — fabrication, falsification and plagiarism — the three forms of research misconduct defined by
the ALLEA Code. Hiding the use of Al is not one of them; it is a separate category (p. 10).

Al literacy — Article 4 of the EU Al Act, applicable since 2 February 2025. As amended by the
Digital Omnibus, providers and deployers must support the development of Al literacy among their
staff rather than guarantee a given level of it.

Sources: European Commission, ERA Living Guidelines, third version, May 2026; Regulation (EU) 2024/1689; Elsevier,
Generative Al policies for journals, June 2026; ALLEA, European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity, Revised Edition
2023.
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03 : The European framework

I The ALLEA Code of Conduct

The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity (2023 revised edition) has been rec-
ognized by the European Commission as the benchmark standard for all EU-funded projects
and serves as the basis for the ERA Living Guidelines. There is no more recent edition as of 3
August 2026.

The Code has no separate section on artificial intelligence. Al is mentioned in exactly three
places, incorporated into existing standards. All three are quoted in full: their text is brief and
is often paraphrased in a way that does not accurately reflect its actual meaning.

Paragraph 2.3 — Research Procedures

“Researchers report their results and methods, including the use of external services or
Al and automated tools, in a way that is compatible with the accepted norms of the
discipline and facilitates verification or replication, where applicable.”

Paragraph 2.8 — Reviewing and Assessment

“Researchers, research institutions, and organisations review and assess submissions for
publication, funding, appointment, promotion, or reward in a transparent and justifiable
manner, and disclose the use of Al and automated tools.”

Paragraph 3.1 — Violations of Research Integrity
In the list of unacceptable practices: “Hiding the use of Al or automated tools in the
creation of content or drafting of publications.”

A distinction worth keeping. The Code defines research misconduct as fabrication,
falsification, and plagiarism. Hiding the use of Al is not part of that triad; it falls into

A the separate category of other unacceptable practices, which the Code nevertheless
states are “in their most serious forms ... sanctionable.” An allegation of undisclosed Al
use is therefore not an allegation of plagiarism and should not be treated as one.

ALLEA. The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity — Revised Edition 2023. Berlin: ALLEA, 23 June 2023. DOI
10.26356/ECOC. Its four principles are Reliability, Honesty, Respect and Accountability.
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The ERA Living Guidelines

Living guidelines on the responsible use of generative Al in research is an ERA Forum stake-
holders’ document issued by the European Commission, DG Research and Innovation. The
first version appeared in March 2024; the third and current version was published on 8 May
2026. It is explicitly non-binding: “While non-binding, they should be considered as a sup-
porting tool for researchers, research organisations and research funding bodies, including
the ones applying to the European Framework Programme for Research and Innovation.”

Four principles

Reliability, Honesty, Respect and Accountability, taken from the ALLEA Code and the Ethics Guidelines
for Trustworthy Al. Two contain the key operational guidance for authors. Honesty: “This principle
includes disclosing that generative Al has been used.” Accountability: “responsibility for all output that
a researcher produces, underpinned by the notion of human agency and oversight”.

Six recommendations to researchers

Stay Be Privacy and Respect the Keep Not in peer
responsible transparent IP law learning review

The sixth is the one most often overlooked: refrain from using generative Al substantially in sensitive activities such as
peer review and the assessment of research proposals.

Recommendation 1 states the authorship rule directly: “Al systems are neither authors nor
co-authors. Authorship implies agency and responsibility, so it lies with human researchers.”
Recommendation 2 sets the place of disclosure: when generative Al meaningfully shapes
results, researchers note its use “according to the guidelines of their journal or standards in
their discipline in the methods section (or equivalent)”. The same principle applies to the use

of Al to detect or screen bad practices.

A norm against stigmatization. The guidelines require research organisations to
“promote an atmosphere of trust where researchers are encouraged to transparently
disclose the use of generative Al without concerns for adverse effects”. The supporting
footnote cites Suchikova, Y., & Tsybuliak, N. (2025). The Purity Myth: Why Stigmatizing
GAl in Academic Writing Is Harmful. Science Communication, 47(5), 753-761.

Editorial Standard - 2026 ® 11
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04 - The EU Al Act
| What applies to researchers

Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 entered into force on 1 August 2024. Most of it never reaches
researchers, but not for the reason that is usually cited.

The exemptions in Article 2

Article 2(6), read with Recital 25: “This Regulation does not apply to Al systems or Al models, including
their output, specifically developed and put into service for the sole purpose of scientific research and
development.”

Article 2(8): “This Regulation does not apply to any research, testing or development activity regarding
Al systems or Al models prior to their being placed on the market or put into service. Such activities
shall be conducted in accordance with applicable Union law. Testing in real world conditions shall not
be covered by that exclusion.”

The exemption that is most commonly misunderstood. Article 2(6) covers Al developed
for scientific purposes. It does not cover a researcher who uses a commercial chatbot

A such as ChatGPT to write an article: in the terms of the Regulation that researcher is a
deployer, and Article 2(6) does not apply to them. In practice this changes little, because
Article 50 is addressed mainly to providers rather than to users — see p. 13.

Timeline after the Digital Omnibus

1 Aug 2024 Entry into force (Art. 113) In force

2 Feb 2025 Art. 4 Al literacy; Art. 5 prohibited practices In force

2 Aug 2025 GPAIl models; governance; penalties In force

2 Aug 2026 Art. 50 — transparency obligations Applicable

2 Dec 2026 End of the grace period for Art. 50(2) marking Pending

2 Dec 2027 High-risk systems, Annex lll, incl. education Moved from 2 Aug 2026
2 Aug 2028 High-risk systems in Annex | products Moved from 2 Aug 2027

The Digital Omnibus on Al was proposed on 19 November 2025 and finally adopted by the Council of the EU on 29 June
2026; the new deadlines become binding on publication in the Official Journal, which could not be verified for this edition.

12 @ Editorial Standard - 2026
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Article 50 — and what
it does not require

Article 50 became applicable on 2 August 2026 and is the only part of the Regulation with
an obvious bearing on publishing. Read paragraph by paragraph, it does not create a duty
to disclose the use of Al in a scientific article. Paragraphs 50(1) and 50(2) address providers,
meaning the vendor rather than the author. Paragraph 50(3) binds deployers only in relation
to emotion recognition and biometric categorization, while the first paragraph of 50(4) applies
only to images, audio, or video. That leaves the second paragraph of 50(4).

Article 50(4), second paragraph — verbatim

Deployers of an Al system that generates or manipulates text which is
published with the purpose of informing the public on matters of public
interest shall disclose that the text has been artificially generated or manip-
ulated. This obligation shall not apply where the use is authorised by law
to detect, prevent, investigate or prosecute criminal offences or where the
Al-generated content has undergone a process of human review or editorial
control and where a natural or legal person holds editorial responsibility for
the publication of the content.

The conclusion. The EU Al Act does not create an obligation to disclose Al in a
peer-reviewed article. An article that has been through peer review and editorial control,

o for which a natural or legal person holds editorial responsibility, falls within the express
exception in 50(4). The duty comes from the ALLEA Code, the ERA Guidelines, the
publishers and the funders.

What the Act does touch in universities

® Article 4 on Al literacy, applicable since 2 February 2025: a university, as a deployer, must support
the development of Al literacy among its staff.

® Annex lll, which treats admission, the assessment of learning outcomes and proctoring as high-risk,
from 2 December 2027.

® Article 5 on prohibited practices, applicable since 2 February 2025, including emotion recognition
in educational institutions.

Editorial Standard - 2026 ® 13
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05 - Funders

| Horizon Europe

The disclaimer in Part B of the application forms — verbatim

“When considering the use of generative artificial intelligence (Al) tools for the preparation of the pro-
posal, it is imperative to exercise caution and careful consideration. The Al-generated content should
be thoroughly reviewed and validated by the applicants to ensure its appropriateness and accuracy,
as well as its compliance with intellectual property regulations. Applicants are fully responsible for the
content of the proposal (even those parts produced by the Al tool) and must be transparent in disclosing
which Al tools were used and how they were utilised. Specifically, applicants are required to:”

® “Verify the accuracy, validity, and appropriateness of the content and any citations generated by
the Al tool and correct any errors or inconsistencies.”

® “Provide a list of sources used to generate content and citations, including those generated by the
Al tool. Double-check citations to ensure they are accurate and properly referenced.”

® “Be conscious of the potential for plagiarism where the Al tool may have reproduced substantial

text from other sources.”
® “Acknowledge the limitations of the Al tool in the proposal preparation, including the potential for

bias, errors, and gaps in knowledge.”

The Commission’s own summary

You may use it
Applicants may use generative Al tools when preparing proposals.

You must declare it
° They must be fully transparent towards the granting authority and declare the use and
the way the tools were utilised.

“As a rule, the use of generative Al tools in drafting proposals cannot be considered by
expert evaluators as a reason to penalise a proposal.”

e It cannot be used against you

Source: European Commission, DG RTD (M. Ruiz Osés), “Al in proposals submission and evaluation of Horizon Europe”, 15
December 2025.

14 @ Editorial Standard - 2026
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NIH, and the evaluators

Notice NOT-OD-25-132, “Supporting Fairness and Originality in NIH Research Applications”,
was issued on 17 July 2025 and applies to applications submitted from 25 September 2025.
It is the strictest funder rule identified for this guide.

NIH will not consider applications that are either substantially developed
by Al, or contain sections substantially developed by Al, to be original ideas
of applicants.

The enforcement wording is equally direct: NIH “may refer the matter to the Office of
Research Integrity... while simultaneously taking enforcement actions including but not limited
to disallowing costs, withholding future awards, wholly or in part suspending the grant, and
possible termination”.

The stated concern was the volume of submissions: the notice records “evidence that the use
of Al tools has enabled Principal Investigators to submit more than 40 distinct applications
in a single application submission round”. A limit of six applications per Principal Investigator
per calendar year was introduced at the same time, excluding T-series activity codes and R13.
The notice also states that “NIH will continue to employ the latest technology in detection
of Al-generated content to identify Al generated applications”: the tool is not named, no
accuracy figure is given, and no appeal procedure is described (see p. 32).

Two funders, two starting points. Horizon Europe states that, as a rule, disclosed use of
generative Al cannot be a reason to penalize a proposal. NIH starts from the opposite

A end: an application substantially developed by Al is not treated as the applicant’s original
idea. If you apply to both, follow the stricter rule.

Horizon Europe: rules for expert evaluators

Any use of generative Al by expert evaluators “remains their own responsibility”: responsible for keeping
the confidentiality of the proposal information, responsible for protecting personal data, aware that a
breach of confidentiality may be subject to the measures set out in their contract, and expected to
“avoid over-reliance on Al tools and acknowledge its potential limitations (hallucinations and biases)”.

Sources: NIH, NOT-OD-25-132, 17 July 2025; European Commission, HE Standard briefing slides for experts; HE Programme
Guide, Point 19, on Al developed or used inside a funded project.

Editorial Standard - 2026 ® 15
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06 - Normative bodies

I COPE and ICMJE

Three organisations establish the standards that publishers then implement. They agree on
authorship and disagree on almost everything else.

COPE — Committee on Publication Ethics

On authorship: “COPE joins organisations, such as WAME and the JAMA Network among others, to
state that Al tools cannot be listed as an author of a paper.” The reasoning is that Al tools “cannot take
responsibility for the submitted work. As non-legal entities, they cannot assert the presence or absence
of conflicts of interest nor manage copyright and licence agreements.”

On disclosure: authors who use Al tools “in the writing of a manuscript, production of images or graph-
ical elements of the paper, or in the collection and analysis of data, must be transparent in disclosing in
the Materials and Methods (or similar section) of the paper how the Al tool was used and which tool
was used”.

COPE does not separate writing from research: both go to Methods. This diverges from Elsevier, which requires a sepa-
rate section before the references, and from Wiley, which requires the Acknowledgments. Any material that attributes an

“acknowledgements” requirement to COPE is wrong. Cite as: COPE Council. COPE position — Authorship and Al tools. Last
reviewed 13 February 2023 (version 1 published 20 August 2024). DOI 10.24318/cCVRZBms.

ICMIJE — the new Section V, January 2026

ICMJE is the only body requiring disclosure in two places at once: “Authors who use such technology
should describe, in both the cover letter AND the submitted work in the appropriate section if applicable,
how they used it. For example, if Al was used for writing assistance, describe this in the acknowledgment
section. If Al was used for data collection, analysis, or figure generation, authors should describe this
use in the methods.”

On prompts (IV.A.3.d): authors who used Al to conduct the study “should describe its use in the methods
section in sufficient detail to enable replication of the approach, including the tool used, version, and
prompts where applicable”. On sanctions (V.A): “Nondisclosure of Al use may require corrective action
and may be construed as misconduct in some circumstances.”

ICMJE also prohibits citing Al-generated material as a primary source, and requires authors to be able to assert that there is

no plagiarism in the paper, including in text and images produced by Al. Reviewers must follow the journal’s stated policy or
ask permission before using Al, and must disclose any use to the journal.

16 @ Editorial Standard - 2026
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WAME, and the absence
of a single standard

The WAME statement “Chatbots, Generative Al, and Scholarly Manuscripts” was revised on
31 May 2023 and has not been updated since — it is the oldest of the three normative
documents, and also the most demanding. Its reasoning on authorship is uniquely legal:
“under most jurisdictions, an author must be a legal person... No Al tool can ‘understand’ a
conflict-of-interest statement, and does not have the legal standing to sign a statement.”

On drafting, WAME requires that the use be noted in the acknowledgement and that “all
prompts used to generate new text, or to convert text or text prompts into tables or illus-
trations, should be specified”. On analytical work it goes further than any other source: such
use “should be stated in the body of the paper, in both the Abstract AND the Methods section”,
and “the full prompt used to generate the research results, the time and date of query, and
the Al tool used and its version, should be provided”.

' N\
There is no universal place for the disclosure. COPE says Methods. ICMJE says
Acknowledgment plus the cover letter. Elsevier says a separate section before the ref-
erences. Wiley, IEEE and ACS say Acknowledgments. Springer Nature says Methods.

A PLOS says a dedicated subsection of Methods. Taylor & Francis and Sage let you
choose between Methods and Acknowledgements. No wording can be presented as
“the international standard”: the requirement of the specific journal always governs.

That gap is being addressed through a project announced by COPE on 25 March 2026, under
which a coalition of five organisations, namely COPE, the International Science Council, the
World Conferences on Research Integrity Foundation, STM, and the Global Young Academy,
is developing a Global Reporting Standard for Al Disclosure in Research. The project “aims to
be completed by the end of 2026 and will result in the Vancouver Standard”. It was a focus
track of the 9th World Conference on Research Integrity, Vancouver, 3-6 May 2026.

A related framework, the STM Association’s “Recommendations for a Classification of Al Use in Academic Manuscript
Preparation”, was finalized in September 2025. It is a tool for drafting policies, not a mandate.

Editorial Standard - 2026 ® 17
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| What eight publishers require

For each publisher, four positions: where the disclosure goes for the text, where it goes for
the research, whether language editing has to be disclosed, and what a reviewer may do.

Where to disclose — at a glance

Publisher Where the disclosure goes (writing)

Elsevier Separate declaration section at the end, immediately before the references
Springer Nature Methods (no template provided)

Wiley Acknowledgments

Taylor & Francis Methods or Acknowledgments

IEEE Acknowledgments

PLOS A dedicated section of the Methods

Sage Methods or Acknowledgements

ACS Acknowledgment; Methods as well for more substantial use

Policy versions used here: Elsevier — June 2026; Wiley ethics — July 2026, Al guidelines — 28 October 2025; Taylor &
Francis — 1-15 April 2026; IEEE — 4 March 2026; ACS Al policy — 13 December 2024, Ethical Guidelines — October 2025.
Springer Nature, PLOS and Sage publish no version dates; for those three only “as consulted on 3 August 2026” can honestly
be stated.

e N
First and foremost is the journal. The general framework is defined by the publisher’s
policy. Individual journals may impose additional requirements within this framework.

o Taylor & Francis explicitly states: “Some journals may prohibit the use of generative
artificial intelligence (Al) tools for purposes beyond improving writing style” In the event
of any discrepancies between these two documents, the Instructions for Authors of the
specific journal take precedence.

Disclosure of this information is not grounds for rejection. Wiley: “At Wiley, the

° use of artificial intelligence during manuscript preparation is not grounds for rejection.”
Sage: Manuscripts “will not be rejected solely because of the disclosure of the use of
generative artificial intelligence tools.”
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Elsevier, Springer Nature,
Wiley, Taylor & Francis

Elsevier is the only one of the four with a mandatory template; Taylor & Francis is the only
one with no language exemption.

Elsevier

Text and editing Separate section before the references
Research Methods

Language editing Exempt for basic grammar and spelling
Peer review Only “private Al tools”, with disclosure

Springer Nature

Text and editing Methods

Research Methods

Language editing Exempt — the widest, covering style and tone
Peer review “We ask that peer reviewers do not upload”
Wiley

Text and editing Acknowledgments

Research Methods

Language editing Exempt

Peer review Not permitted “whether in full or in part”

Taylor & Francis

Text and editing Methods or Acknowledgments

Research Methods

Language editing Required — no exemption

Peer review Must not upload; language of the review only

Images. Elsevier since June 2026 runs a three-tier scheme: explanatory images — flow charts, decision trees, timelines,
schematic concepts — are allowed with disclosure in each figure caption and in the declaration; data visualizations are allowed
if the output is “directly derived from underlying data” by reproducible methods reported in the Methods; and Al “must
not be used to create or alter images that represent primary observed or experimental data... This includes adjustments to
brightness, contrast, or color balance.” Springer Nature is the strictest — journals are “unable to permit its use for publication”,
with three narrow exceptions, all of which “must be labelled clearly as generated by Al within the image field”. Wiley allows
data visualizations and illustrations but not photographs, which “serve as evidence and artifacts” of the research. Taylor &
Francis prohibits generative Al in the manipulation of images, figures or original research data outright.

Elsevier's declaration template is reproduced in full on p. 33. Wiley does not use it: the widely quoted section title
“Declaration of Generative Al and Al-assisted technologies in the writing process” belongs to Elsevier's book policy, not
to Wiley.
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IEEE, PLOS, Sage, ACS

IEEE

Text and editing Acknowledgments — text, figures, images, code alike

Research Acknowledgments — the same rule

Language editing “Not required, but recommended”

Peer review Prohibited through a “public platform”

PLOS

Text and editing A dedicated section of the Methods

Research The same section

Language editing Required — no exemption at all

Peer review Absolute ban; Al cannot be a reviewer or an editor

Sage

Text and editing Methods or Acknowledgements

Research Methods or Acknowledgements

Language editing Exempt — explicitly, as assistive Al

Peer review An improper Al report is not counted

ACS

Text and editing Acknowledgment; Methods too if substantial

Research Methods or other appropriate section

Language editing Not addressed — the wording is ambiguous

Peer review “A violation of the ACS Ethical Guidelines”
Three corrections worth making. ACS does not require Al to be disclosed in the cover

A letter — that belongs to Oxford University Press. Elsevier no longer bans Al in peer
review outright: since June 2026 limited use of private tools is allowed with disclosure.
IEEE, PLOS and Sage have no explicit ban on Al authorship.

|IEEE requires the Al system and the specific sections using Al-generated content to be identified, with a brief explanation of
the level at which the system was used. PLOS requires the names of the tools, how they were used, how the validity of the
outputs was evaluated, and which aspects of the study were affected.
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08 - The threshold

What counts as
“substantial use”

The most useful line in the European framework: it turns a vague duty of transparency into a
decision you can make in a minute.

e N\ A
@ Not substantial © Substantial — disclose
@ Basic editorial support © Using Al as a method or as a source
@ Grammar, spelling and punctuation © |Interpreting data analysis
@ Word choice; rephrasing awkward © Carrying out a literature review
sentences
@ Shortening without loss of meaning © |dentifying research gaps
@ Formatting citations to the journal style © Formulatingaims and hypotheses
® Debugging code; code style; © Generating or heavily paraphrasing text
documentation
. J J

Sources: ERA Living Guidelines footnote 21 and the two Wiley lists of uses that do and do not require disclosure.

The ERA wording, in full: “using generative Al as a basic editorial support tool is NOT a sub-
stantial use. However, using it as a method or source, interpreting data analysis, carrying out a
literature review, identifying research gaps, formulating research aims, developing hypotheses,
etc. could have a substantial impact.”

'd N\
The Wiley test. “When in doubt, ask yourself: ‘would a reviewer need to know about

e this Al use to properly evaluate my research or manuscript?” If the answer is yes,
disclose.

The language exemption is not universal. Elsevier, Springer Nature, Wiley, IEEE and

A Sage exempt basic language editing. PLOS and Taylor & Francis do not; ACS is ambigu-
ous. Elsevier adds that substantive changes to sentence structure or organisation
“should be disclosed”.
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09 - Evidence

Four claims and what
is actually true

The debate distorts in both directions — by overstating what the tools can do and by inventing
prohibitions that no source contains.

Myth: Al can replace the author

. o Reality. ERA Living Guidelines: “Al systems are neither authors nor co-authors.

-&- Authorship implies agency and responsibility, so it lies with human researchers.” COPE
adds that Al tools are non-legal entities and cannot manage copyright and licence
agreements.

Myth: any use of Al is misconduct

Reality. No funder or publisher examined here takes that position. Horizon Europe:
® disclosed use “cannot be considered by expert evaluators as a reason to penalise a

proposal”. Sage: submissions “will not be rejected solely because of the disclosed use

of GenAl tools”. Wiley: “Al use in manuscript development is not grounds for rejection.”

Myth: AI will find you reliable references

E Reality. The most dangerous error, and a measurable one. An audit published in The
Lancet in 2026 screened about 2.5 million PubMed Central Open Access articles and
97.1 million references, and found 4,046 fabricated references in 2,810 articles.

Myth: translating with Al is not allowed

Reality. No major publisher prohibits it. Wiley lists translation among the uses to be

@ noted in the Acknowledgments; Sage lists translation of materials as part of the research
among the cases requiring disclosure. The condition is the same: disclose it, and take
responsibility for the terminology.

Sources: ERA Living Guidelines, third version, May 2026; COPE, Authorship and Al tools; European Commission, DG RTD,
15.12.2025; Sage and Wiley Al policies as consulted on 3 August 2026; Topaz M. et al., The Lancet, 2026, 407:1779-1781.
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The scale of the problem
in numbers

Not to alarm, but to calibrate. These are the figures the audits of 2025-2026 actually report.

— — —
1 (o)

11n 277 4,046 28.2%

PubMed Central Open Access fabricated references found in of submissions to the NeurlPS

articles in the first seven weeks 2,810 articles when 97.1 2026 Position Paper Track

of 2026 contain at least one million references were received an Al score of 100%

non-existent reference — screened from the detector used for

against 1in 2,828 in 2023 triage

Share of publications containing a non-existent reference
2023 @B 1in 2,828

202 (S | in 277

A twelvefold increase in two years, with the inflection point in mid-2024. Bar length is proportional to frequency.

Each dot is one PubMed Central Open Access article. The red one is the article in which at least one non-existent
reference was found during the first seven weeks of 2026: one in 277.

Retractions are no longer unusual. In February 2024, Frontiers retracted an article that con-
tained Al-generated images of a rat, three days after publication. In May 2024, Elsevier
retracted an article whose introduction began, “Certainly, here is a possible introduction for
your topic:”. In November 2025, Intensive Care Medicine retracted an article in which 10
of 15 references could not be found, including a fabricated reference to the same journal.
In April 2026, the New England Journal of Medicine retracted a clinical image onto which a
measurement ruler had been added using Al.

Sources: Topaz M. et al., The Lancet, 2026, 407:1779-1781, DOI 10.1016/S0140-6736(26)00603-3; Nature, 08.05.2026;
NeurlPS blog, 02.06.2026; Frontiers statement, 16.02.2024.
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10 - Principles

Principles of
responsible use

Seven principles, each traceable to a source quoted elsewhere in this guide. Not extra
requirements: the common denominator of those that already exist.

Principle 1
Authorship is human
°_0
‘;- An Al system cannot be an author, because authorship carries accountability that can-

not be applied to a tool. ALLEA, the ERA Living Guidelines, COPE, ICMJE, WAME and
every publisher examined here agree.

Principle 2
Verification is an obligation, not a courtesy

° The ERA Living Guidelines are explicit that even correct citations may carry incorrect
summaries: “researchers are responsible for checking all the references and content of
the citations and the summaries”.

Principle 3
Transparency proportionate to substance

Q Disclose what was substantial, in the place the journal names, with enough detail for
a reader to judge the extent of the contribution. Over-disclosure is, in practice, never
held against an author.

Principle 4
Responsibility does not transfer

:az Authors are fully responsible for the manuscript, including the parts produced by an Al
tool (COPE); applicants likewise for a proposal, “even those parts produced by the Al
tool” (Horizon Europe).

Principles 1-4 concern what you do with the output and who answers for it. Principles 5-7 concern the process: whose
material you may expose, and what has to be recorded.
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Principles 5-7

Principle 5

Other people’s work is not yours to upload

Unpublished manuscripts, review reports, proposals and personal data belong to some-
a one else. The ERA Living Guidelines frame it as a rule about guarantees: do not upload

unpublished or sensitive work into external Al systems without assurance that the data

will not be reused to train models. Every publisher examined here says the same, in

wording ranging from a request to a finding of misconduct (p. 30).

Principle 6
Reproducibility has to be built in from the start

Generative tools are stochastic: the same input can produce a different output. Record

o the tool, the version, the date and the prompts as you go. ICMJE asks for them in
Methods where applicable; WAME asks for the full prompt with the time and date of
the query; Taylor & Francis requires full records to be retained and “shared with the
journal upon request”. None of that can be reconstructed afterwards.

Principle 7
Keep Al out of the assessment of other people’s work

The ERA Living Guidelines ask researchers to refrain from using generative Al substan-

e tially in sensitive activities — peer review and the evaluation of research proposals. The
threshold is stated separately: searching background information is not substantial use,
while “delegating the evaluation or the assessment of a paper, drafting peer review
report... or evaluating a funding proposal is a substantial use”.

If you follow all seven, you will satisfy every requirement examined in this guide. What
o remains is technical: finding out where the specific journal wants the disclosure placed
and writing it in the form that the journal expects (p. 33).

Sources of the principles: ALLEA, Revised Edition 2023; ERA Living Guidelines, third version, May 2026; COPE, Authorship
and Al tools; ICMJE, Recommendations, Section V, January 2026; WAME, revised 31 May 2023; Taylor & Francis, 1 April
2026; European Commission, DG RTD, 15 December 2025.
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11 - Limits
| Acceptable uses

Seven scenarios, each with the condition a source attaches to it. The “mode” column is an
editorial risk assessment, not a normative classification: no publisher examined here prohibits

any of them.

Language editing and style Recommended Exempt at five publishers; required by PLOS and
Taylor & Francis. Elsevier: disclose if the tool makes
substantive changes to sentence structure or
organisation.

Translation of academic Acceptable Wiley notes it in the Acknowledgments; Sage requires

text disclosure where translation is part of the research.
You remain responsible for the terminology.

Formatting references Acceptable Reference managers are exempt at Elsevier. IEEE
warns: when using Al for editing and grammar,
“exclude the reference section; otherwise, the tool
may make unwanted changes”.

Structuring the argument Acceptable Not substantial use under the ERA threshold while it
stays editorial. Once it shapes the research aims or
hypotheses it becomes substantial.

Searching for sources With care Elsevier permits Al to assist with a background
literature search. Every reference must then be
verified: p. 23 is what happens when it is not.

Literature review and Disclose Explicitly substantial use under the ERA Living

synthesis Guidelines, and listed by Sage among the cases
requiring disclosure.

Data analysis, code, figures Disclose in Treated as part of the research process by Elsevier,

Methods Wiley, ICMJE and PLOS, with the tool, version and —
for ICMJE — prompts.

The condition common to all seven. The output is a draft, not a result. Elsevier states
0 the boundary, including for Al agents and deep research tools: “these tools must never
be used as a substitute for human critical thinking, expertise and evaluation.”

26 ® Editorial Standard - 2026



%
A E-SCIENCE SPACE

Unacceptable practices

Prohibited by COPE, ICMJE, WAME, Wiley, T&F and ACS; excluded by the criteria
elsewhere.

° Listing an AI tool as an author

ICMJE: it “may be construed as misconduct in some circumstances”. PLOS: “misrepresen-

° Not disclosing use that was substantial

tation of methods... and/or results”.

Publishing references you have not checked
ICLR 2026 treats hallucinated content as a breach of its Code of Ethics by the authors.

Text or code generation without rigorous revision
Named by Taylor & Francis as a case that “may be subject to editorial investigation”.

Sage prohibits images “presented as unique or novel research images” and “interviews
with GenAl tools in lieu of participants”.

° Fabricating or falsifying with Al

o Altering primary research images

Elsevier: not for images “that represent primary observed or experimental data”.

Uploading someone else’s manuscript
ACS treats it as a violation of its Ethical Guidelines; nobody permits it (p. 30).

Taylor & Francis: reviewers “must not use artificial intelligence tools to generate... review

° Generating a peer review report with Al
reports”. PLOS bans it outright.
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| Risks from the technology

The ERA Living Guidelines list four categories of limitation by name. These are the ones that
turn into retractions.

Training data bias

= The model reproduces the balance of its training data, not the balance of the literature
in your field.

Prompt bias and sycophantic behaviour

A The tool adapts to the way a question is asked. WAME: a chatbot “may be designed to
omit sources that oppose viewpoints expressed in its output”.

Invented citations and incorrect summaries

66 “Even when the citations are correct... the Al-generated summary of those papers may
be incorrect” Researchers are responsible for checking the references, the citations
and the summaries.

Interpretability

o Generative systems are described as “black boxes”: you see the output, not the basis
for it. That is what makes an Al-assisted step hard to report so that it can be replicated.

The published record

Reproducibility of the study

A single manuscript

An unchecked reference damages one article; an unreported Al step in the method damages the repro-
ducibility of the study; at the volumes recorded on p. 23, both together degrade the published record
itself.
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Risks that come from
how the tool is used

How it shows up, and who documents it

Loss of confidentiality

Rights over your own content

Irreproducibility

Plagiarism carried in the output

Over-reliance in assessment

Environmental footprint

Tools retain what is submitted to them. WAME: chatbots “retain the
prompts fed to them, including manuscript content”. ACS: a service
“may store or use any information provided as a prompt to generate
future text”. Sage: the model “will learn from what it receives over time
and may use it to provide outputs to others”.

Wiley requires authors to ensure that the provider “does not gain any
rights over the author’s underlying content, including the right to ‘train’
their Al Technology on the content”, and to look in the terms of use for
ownership, data reuse, training and opt-out clauses.

The same prompt does not reliably return the same output. The ERA
Living Guidelines ask researchers to take the stochastic nature of the
tools into account, to aim for reproducibility, and to disclose limitations
and possible mitigations.

“The output of a generative Al (such as a large language model) may be
based on someone else’s results and require proper recognition and
citation.” Horizon Europe warns applicants of the same risk in a
proposal.

Horizon Europe tells expert evaluators to “avoid over-reliance on Al
tools and acknowledge its potential limitations (hallucinations and
biases)”. The ERA guidelines treat delegating an assessment as
substantial use.

The third version of the guidelines asks researchers to minimize
environmental impact: to consider whether Al is needed at all, which
system is appropriate, and to use efficient prompting techniques.

The general conclusion. The use of Al is not in itself the problem. Ignoring these risks is.
o Every one of them is mitigated by three habits that cost very little: verify what you cite,
record what you did, and do not put anyone else’s unpublished work into a tool you do

not control.
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13 - Confidentiality

Never upload someone
else’s manuscript

The one question on which everyone examined for this guide agrees. Only the force of the
wording differs.

Breach of the ethical code = ACS “a violation of the ACS Ethical Guidelines”; serious
breaches “may result in sanctions”

Absolute prohibition PLOS “should not upload submissions to web platforms,
databases, generative Al tools, or other services”

Prohibition plus IP Taylor & Francis “must not upload files, images, or information from
warning unpublished manuscripts... may infringe upon the
rightsholder’s intellectual property”

Absolute prohibition Wiley “not permitted to upload manuscripts (or any parts...
including figures and tables)”

Prohibition, narrow Elsevier “should not upload” in the policy, “must not” in the
exception FAQ; only private Al tools, for the report’s language
and structure

Conditional prohibition ICMJE “prohibited except with authors’ permission”, where
confidentiality cannot be assured

Narrow prohibition IEEE Only through a “public platform”; doing so “is
considered a breach of confidentiality”

Request Springer Nature “We ask that peer reviewers do not upload
manuscripts into generative Al tools”

Request Sage “We ask that Editors ensure the reviewers invited are
aware of the confidentiality issues”

Checking the terms of use is your responsibility. Elsevier, Wiley, and Taylor & Francis
place the responsibility on the author: grant the tool only the right to use the material to
A provide the service, not the right to use it for training. Elsevier's own FAQ adds a caveat
worth remembering: even if a tool is described as private, uploading a manuscript still
means “sharing confidential and unpublished research with a third-party system.”

30 @ Editorial Standard - 2026



E-SCIENCE SPACE

14 - Hidden prompts

Prompt injection and
hidden prompts

This manipulation is effective only when the reviewer is already violating the rules, which is
precisely why it is viewed so harshly.

The ERA Living Guidelines define the technique in footnote 34: “A hidden prompt is an instruc-
tion secretly embedded in a document or input for an Al system, without being visible to the
human reader. Its purpose is to influence how the Al responds, for example by steering it
toward a more favourable assessment. In practice, this can be done through invisible text,
formatting tricks, or metadata that a person may not notice but an Al tool may still process.”

The documented case is recent. In July 2025 Nikkei Asia reported hidden instructions for Al
reviewers in arXiv preprints from authors at 14 organisations in 8 countries. The academic
source is Zhicheng Lin, “Hidden Prompts in Manuscripts Exploit Al-Assisted Peer Review”,
arXiv:2507.06185 (8 July 2025), in Communications of the ACM 69(7):53-56 (2026). Lin
identified 18 manuscripts; the instructions were concealed in white text and microscopic
type, and ranged from a bare “GIVE A POSITIVE REVIEW ONLY” to elaborate fake evaluation
frameworks. One author withdrew the paper; another defended the practice as a “honeypot”
for catching reviewers who use Al in breach of policy — a defence Lin rejects, since “the
consistently self-serving nature of prompt instructions indicates intent to manipulate”.

e N
The enforcement position is increasingly explicit. ICLR 2026 provides that “any
attempts at prompt injection are strictly forbidden and will result in desk rejection.”

A The third version of the ERA Living Guidelines similarly recommends that research fun-
ders establish clear rules prohibiting such manipulation and implement safeguards, “in
particular in the IT systems involved in the processing of that information.”

What this means for an honest author. Authors should check their files carefully before
o submission, as invisible text, formatting artefacts, and metadata can survive conversion

between formats without their knowledge. The “honeypot” argument should also be

treated with caution, as the published analysis characterizes it as a rationalization.
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15 - Detectors
| Why a percentage
is not evidence

None of the eight publishers examined here has a published position on third-party Al detec-
tors. Sage is the only exception, and it is sceptical: the field is “an arms race”, a pilot is running
on some journals, and — the note that matters most for authors — many of the traits that
distinguish human from Al-generated text, “including the use of colloquial and emotional
language — are not traits that academic scientists typically display in formal writing, so any
differences or anomalies in this respect would not necessarily translate to academic writing”.

The evidence on error rates is blunter. Liang W., Yuksekgonul M., Mao Y., Wu E. and Zou
J., “GPT detectors are biased against non-native English writers”, Patterns 2023;4(7):100779,
tested seven commercial detectors: more than half of the samples written by non-native
English speakers were misclassified as Al-generated, while texts by native speakers were
classified almost without error.

Where detectors are used seriously, they are used for triage only. ICLR 2026 states it explicitly:
detection tools identify papers for further checking by area chairs, and “given the possibility
of false positives from detection tools, we will only take action if an AC or SAC identifies
concrete evidence”.

s Y
If you are provided with a score generated by a detector, that score does not consti-
tute proof, and you should refer specifically to the COPE guidelines. Sage’s alternative

0 approach is qualitative: paragraph complexity, sentence length variation, use of paren-
theses and semicolons, as well as residual artefacts such as “Regenerate response.” The
field has tended to focus on pointing out specific flaws, fabricated references, and
unsubstantiated claims, rather than on percentage figures.

Sources: COPE, topic discussion “When editors suspect Al”, COPE Forum, March 2026; Sage, Artificial intelligence policy, as
consulted on 3 August 2026; Liang W. et al., Patterns, 2023, 4(7):100779; ICLR, Policies on large language model usage at
ICLR 2026, 26 August 2025.
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16 - Templates
| Disclosure templates

Only two publishers provide a ready-made template. All the others specify the content but
leave the wording up to you.

Elsevier — the mandatory template, verbatim

Title of section: Declaration of generative Al and Al-assisted technologies in the manuscript prepara-
tion process. Statement: “During the preparation of this work, the author(s) used [NAME OF TOOL
/ SERVICE] in order to [REASON]. After using this tool/service, the author(s) reviewed and edited the
content as needed and take(s) full responsibility for the content of the published article.”

Placement: “a separate declaration section at the end of your manuscript, immediately before the references”. The declaration

is published with the article. The section was renamed in 2026: the older title “..in the writing process” now survives only
in Elsevier’s book policy.

IEEE — the template from the Editorial Style Manual

Figure caption: “Graphic(s) created using Al-generation. For image credits, please see the
Acknowledgment section of this article.” Acknowledgment: “Fig. X was created using <Al system used>.
<Brief explanation regarding the level at which the Al system was used to generate the content.>” The
Acknowledgment section is placed after the final text of the article, just before the References.

Taylor & Francis — what the statement must contain

Add a statement in the Methods or Acknowledgments section which includes “the full name of the tool
used (with version number). How it was used. The reason for use.” In addition, authors “must retain full
records of the methods undertaken, including full descriptions and records of the prompts used, which
must be shared with the journal upon request”.

Do not reuse the Elsevier template elsewhere by default. Wiley does not use it, and the
section title “Declaration of Generative Al and Al-assisted technologies in the writing

A process” is not a Wiley requirement. Springer Nature provides no template at all and
asks only that the use be properly documented in the Methods.
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4

What to state, and
who requires it

Build your statement from this table: take every row required by your target journal’s pub-
lisher, and add anything the journal itself asks for.

What to state

Name of the tool

Version of the tool

How it was used, and why
Which sections are affected
Prompts, published in the article
Prompts, in the Methods

Prompts, retained and produced on
request

How the validity of the output was
evaluated

The author’s role in directing and
checking the Al

A statement in the cover letter

A mention in the Abstract

Who requires it

All: COPE, ICMJE, WAME, Elsevier, Springer Nature, Wiley, Taylor &
Francis, IEEE, PLOS, Sage, ACS

ICMJE, WAME, Taylor & Francis, Wiley; ERA Living Guidelines (name,
version, date)

CORPE, Elsevier, Wiley, Taylor & Francis, PLOS, ACS, IEEE

IEEE, PLOS, Wiley

WAME — with the full prompt, and the time and date of the query
ICMJE — “where applicable”, in enough detail to enable replication

Taylor & Francis

PLOS

Wiley

ICMJE — the only body requiring disclosure in two places at once

WAME — for analytical work, in the Abstract and the Methods

Two rules for using this table. A formulation that meets the strictest requirements will
also meet all others. If you are unsure which publisher you will be working with, write

a WAME-level formulation and then shorten it. In case of discrepancies between the

template and this table, the template provided by the target journal’s publisher takes

precedence.
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17 - Practice

| Practical guidance

The publisher policy is the frame; the journal may narrow it, and some allow nothing

0 Read the Instructions for Authors before you start
beyond language editing.

Keep the record as you go
Tool, version, date and prompts. None of this can be reliably reconstructed after the fact.

Verify every reference against a real index

Crossref, PubMed, Scopus or Web of Science. A generated reference is convincing
because everything about it is plausible except its existence.

Ask for the counter-evidence explicitly

The tools are sycophantic and prone to omitting sources that oppose your prompt.

Keep confidential material out of tools you do not control
Prefer tools that do not retain, reuse or learn from what you submit.

Disclose where the journal says, and disclose early

If in doubt, disclose: no publisher examined here penalizes disclosed use.

Keep Al out of your own reviewing

Follow the journal’s stated policy or ask permission first, and disclose any use.

[ 0 The shortest version. Use it as a draftsman, never as a witness. ]
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Author checklist
before submission

The manuscript undergoes fifteen reviews. If it passes all fifteen successfully, it means that it
meets all the requirements described in this guide.

O

O

0O 0 OO0 ooooooooo

| have read the current Instructions for Authors of this specific journal, not just the publisher’s
policy.

I know where this publisher wants the disclosure: in a separate section, the Methods, the
Acknowledgements, or a choice between them.

If the publisher is ICMJE-aligned, the disclosure is in both the cover letter and the manuscript.

The disclosure names the tool and its version.

The disclosure says how the tool was used and for what reason.

The disclosure identifies the sections of the article affected, if the publisher asks for that.
Prompts are recorded; | can produce them on request, and publish them if the journal requires it.
Every reference has been checked against Crossref, PubMed, Scopus or Web of Science.

Every quotation and every number attributed to a source has been verified in that source.

No Al tool is listed as an author or co-author, and none is cited as a primary source.

No primary research image has been created or altered with Al, including brightness, contrast and
colour balance.
Any Al-generated figure carries the disclosure in its caption where the publisher requires it.

No unpublished manuscript, review report or personal data has been uploaded to a tool | do not
control.

The file contains no invisible text, formatting tricks or metadata that an Al system could read as an
instruction.

If | also serve as a reviewer or evaluator, | have followed the policy of that journal or funder
separately.

0 Disclosed use of Al is not a ground for rejection at any publisher examined

in this guide. The risk is created by concealment, not by use.

36 @ Editorial Standard - 2026



%
A E-SCIENCE SPACE

Sources

1 Sources

Normative organisations

COPE Council. COPE position — Authorship and Al tools. Last reviewed 13 February 2023; version 1 published 20 August
2024. DOI 10.24318/cCVRZBms.

COPE. When editors suspect Al. Topic discussion, COPE Forum, March 2026. COPE. Global reporting standard for Al
disclosure in research, 25 March 2026.

ICMJE. Recommendations, Section V: Use of Artificial Intelligence in Publishing, and Sections II.A.3-4, IV.A.3. January 2026.
https://www.icmje.org/

WAME. Chatbots, Generative Al, and Scholarly Manuscripts. Revised 31 May 2023. https://wame.org/page3.php?id=106

STM Association. Recommendations for a Classification of Al Use in Academic Manuscript Preparation. Final version,
September 2025.

The European framework

ALLEA. The European Code of Conduct for Research Integrity — Revised Edition 2023. Berlin: ALLEA, 23 June 2023. DOI
10.26356/ECOC.

European Commission, DG Research and Innovation. Living guidelines on the responsible use of generative Al in research.
ERA Forum Stakeholders’ document, third version, May 2026; published 8 May 2026.

Regulation (EU) 2024/1689 (EU Al Act), Articles 2, 4, 5, 50, 113 and Annex lll. https://artificialintelligenceact.eu/the-act/

Publishers
Elsevier. Generative Al policies for journals. Policy updated June 2026. Elsevier. Generative Al policies for books, July 2026.

Springer Nature / Nature Portfolio. Editorial policies: artificial intelligence. https://www.nature.com/nature-portfolio/
editorial-policies/ai

Wiley. Best Practice Guidelines on Research Integrity and Publishing Ethics, July 2026; Al guidelines for researchers, 28
October 2025.

Taylor & Francis. Al policy; Using Al in your research and manuscript preparations, 1 April 2026; Images and figures, 15 April
2026.

|IEEE. Submission and Peer Review Policies, 4 March 2026; IEEE Editorial Style Manual for Authors, 29 July 2024.

PLOS. Ethical Publishing Practice. Sage. Artificial intelligence policy. ACS. Al policy, 13 December 2024; Ethical Guidelines,
October 2025.
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Sources, continued

Funders, repositories and conferences

NIH. NOT-OD-25-132, Supporting Fairness and Originality in NIH Research Applications, 17 July 2025. https://grants.nih.
gov/

European Commission, DG RTD (M. Ruiz Osés). Al in proposals submission and evaluation of Horizon Europe. FFG Academy
Webinar, 15 December 2025.

European Commission. HE Standard briefing slides for experts; Horizon Europe Programme Guide, Point 19.
arXiv moderation policy. https://info.arxiv.org/help/moderation/index.html

NeurlPS. Al-generated papers in the NeurlPS 2026 Position Paper Track, 2 June 2026. ICLR. Policies on large language model
usage at ICLR 2026, 26 August 2025, and the enforcement note of 19 November 2025.

Evidence and cases
Topaz M. et al. The Lancet, 2026, 407:1779-1781. DOI 10.1016/50140-6736(26)00603-3.

Liang W., Yuksekgonul M., Mao Y., Wu E., Zou J. GPT detectors are biased against non-native English writers. Patterns, 2023,
4(7):100779. DOI 10.1016/j.patter.2023.100779.

Lin Z. Hidden Prompts in Manuscripts Exploit Al-Assisted Peer Review. arXiv:2507.06185; Communications of the ACM,
2026, 69(7):53-56. DOI 10.1145/3779116.

Suchikova Y., Tsybuliak N. The Purity Myth: Why Stigmatizing GAl in Academic Writing Is Harmful. Science Communication,
2025, 47(5):753-761. DOI 10.1177/10755470241313233.

Nature, 8 May 2026 (on the Lancet audit); Nature, 19 May 2026, 653:988-989 (on the arXiv sanction); Frontiers retraction
statement, 16 February 2024.

Three things worth double-checking before relying on them. Elsevier's policy page,
which has been rewritten twice in fourteen months. The status of the Vancouver
A Standard, which was promised to be made public by the end of 2026. The arXiv modera-
tion policy, which Nature reported on 19 May 2026 as having a one-year restriction, but
as of 3 August 2026, this is not reflected in the published moderation documentation.

All URLs and document versions were current as of 3 August 2026. Where a publisher does not publish a version date —
Springer Nature, PLOS and Sage — the policy is cited as consulted on that date and no version is claimed.
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Limits of this edition

| What this guide
does not cover

Five topics that belong to the same field were intentionally excluded because they could not
be verified using primary sources in accordance with the standards applied to the rest of this
guide.

The National Science Foundation

e The only United States funder rule verified here is NIH notice NOT-OD-25-132 (p. 15).
NSF requirements were not examined.

The European Research Council

Q This guide covers the Horizon Europe rules for applicants and evaluators (p. 14). No
ERC-specific instructions were verified, and none are stated.

Copyright and human authorship

°_0

-&. Whether Al-assisted output can be protected by copyright — the question addressed
by the US Copyright Office and its counterparts — is not covered here.
National authorities in EU member states

e _0

‘;‘ The ALLEA Code and the ERA Guidelines operate at European level. Member states

have their own integrity bodies, and universities their own policies; none are covered.

Data protection: GDPR and the EDPB

O Personal data appears only where a source raises it. The data-protection framework
itself is outside this edition.

One further limitation: the status of the CANGARU guidelines could not be resolved, and no confirmation was found that a
final document had been published. Nothing here relies on them.
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About the publisher
| E-Science Space

An editorial and publishing partner: support for manuscripts submitted to Scopus-indexed
journals.
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